
                                                      
 
 
 

NEWSLETTER 17, 20TH JANUARY 2017 
 
Dear Parent / Carer, 
 
CERTIFICATE EVENING 

The Certificate Evening on Tuesday 17th January was very well attended.  Staff were delighted to catch up 
with their past pupils, who only a few months ago were school children and are now looking so grown up 
and confident. 
 
PARENT FORUM 

Every parent or carer of a child at Manchester Academy is welcome to attend the Parent Forum.  This is a 
meeting between members of the Senior Leadership Team and parents which takes place once each half 
term.  The meeting for this half term will take place from 4.30-6.00 p.m. on Wednesday 25th January.   
 
LOYALTY CARD PRIZES 

At long last we can reveal the prizes awarded to students who get at least 20 signatures on their Loyalty 
Cards: 

20 Points 40 Points 60 Points 

A Bag of Haribo Sweets 
A ‘Queue Jump’ Pass and a free 

school meal 
Dublin Pen and Pencil Sets 

80 Points 100 Points 120 Points 

500ml Finger Grip Water Bottle 
Badge/Certificate/Lanyard/ 
A Free Afternoon in School 

(watching a film, etc.) 
Amazon Token 

140 Points 160 Points 180 Points 

Waterstone’s Book Token JD Sports Voucher Cinema Voucher and Sweets 

200 Points 

Badge/Certificate/Trip out of School 
(e.g. bowling, a meal and,  

for Year 11, a Prom Ticket!) 

Students with 200 points will also have their 
names put into an annual whole-school prize 

draw (to win a voucher, bike, etc.) 

 
REMINDERS 

 School starts promptly at 8.30 a.m. each morning.  By this time, students should be in the school 
building, outside their Form Rooms or already with their Form Tutors.  Arriving at 8.30 a.m. means 
students risk being late and getting a detention – to avoid this, most students aim to be on site no 
later than 8.20 a.m. 

 Please remind your child that they must take off their hats, gloves and scarves as soon as they enter 
the building. 

 Absence:  if your child is unwell, please try to ring before 8.30 a.m. if at all possible.  We need a phone 
call each day your child is absent and a note for our records on their return. 
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HOSPITALITY STUDENTS GIVE STAFF A REAL TREAT 

This week, as part of the practical element in Unit 2 of their course, which counts toward their final grade, 
GCSE Hospitality students set up a restaurant called Balti Towers.  They provided a two-course Thali with 
desserts.  A Thali is an Indian-style platter made up of a selection of various dishes.  The idea behind a 
Thali is to offer all the six different flavors of sweet, salt, bitter, sour, astringent and spicy on one single 
plate.  According to Indian food serving customs, a proper meal should be a perfect balance of all these 
six flavors. 

Those members of staff lucky enough to be invited really enjoyed the experience: the students did a 
fantastic job of setting up the restaurant, with every little detail from candles on the tables, decorations 
and a welcome drink being thought of, to ensure a true restaurant experience was delivered.  The food 
made by the students was well presented, wholesome, delicious and staff left with full stomachs, wishing 
they could eat there every day.  Well done to the students involved: 

Zamzam Abdi Ali 
Musaad Albalawi 
Danish Ali 

Ashwaq Buwe 
Gebril El Arfi 
Shazeen Ullah 

Abdul Wahab 
Hamza Zahid 

  
YEAR 11 CAREERS TALK 

This week, selected Year 11 students attended a talk about the skills and opportunities gained through 
the study of Sociology.  The presentation, delivered by Manchester Metropolitan University sociology 
student Caitlin Bryan introduced the subject and outlined some of its major theories.  The holistic nature 
of the discipline was touched on together with its cross-curricular links.   

Caitlin also spoke about student life and study and how it contrasts to studying in secondary school, 
including participation in university societies and the wider development of employability skills.  Highly 
valued by employers in all careers, sociology is directly beneficial to work in schools, community education 
and social work departments or with groups including young people, victims of crime, or homeless people. 

MMU’s School Liaison Co-ordinator, Claudia Conerney, also attended and provided information on the 
university application process and the range of courses on offer.   

The event ended with a question-and-answer session.  The talk was well received and the students left 
better informed and, perhaps, more likely to consider the further study of Sociology. 
 
REACH FOR THE FUTURE PROGRAMME 

This week sees the resumption of Reach for the Future, a Careers & Enterprise Company funded initiative 
which seeks to develop resilience and promote the STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and maths) 
subjects.  Focused around four core principles (control, commitment, confidence & challenge).  Thirty 
students from each of Years 7, 8 and 9 will be taking part and it is envisaged the programme will greatly 
enhance the employability skills and prospects of those involved.   
 
STARS OF THE WEEK 

Every week the different subject departments select a student who has done exceptionally well and 
nominate them for Stars of the Week.  Each student receives ten merits and on Friday, is invited to 
breakfast with the Principal. 

Name Reg Subject Comment 

Meerub Javed 10DMA  
For assisting with the GCSE Hospitality Indian Meal 
Event (see report above) 

Sardar Khan  9CRS Art 
He always has a positive approach to his work and is 
keen and eager to try new ideas and helps his peers by 
encouraging them to try and work hard at their task. 



He is a pleasant and positive member of the group and 
has transitioned well from his last school, bringing in 
his previous school sketchbook to help in his current 
work. 

Antonio Kalocaj  8DJN Drama 
For amazing focus during rehearsal and demonstration 
to help his peers with their performance. Best 
performance in Y8 from this scheme ever - well done! 

Kinza Khan  8NAY French 

Kinza is a hardworking student who is always 
enthusiastic in lessons and keen to learn new 
vocabulary.  She made excellent progress last term and 
continues to exceed.  

Mohammed Fazan 7EFA Geography Excellent work in every lesson 

Faisal Ali 8MAG 

History Excellent effort and attitude Jai Joshi 8LBU 

Warda Hafeez 8LBU 

Adlan Anazim 8LBU Maths 

He is a very conscientious worker whose effort and 
attitude to work is always outstanding.  He exceeds his 
expected grade through dedication and immaculate 
behaviour and he is always very helpful to others. 

Bronwyn Bull  8PDH Music 

Bronwyn has helped with extra-curricular activities, 
teaching all choir students dance moves for the up-
coming "World's Biggest Choir" concert we are 

attending at the M.E.N Arena. 

Kyle Blake 10WMO Science 
Made a really positive start and attended revision last 
week 

 

DATE FOR YOUR DIARY 

Progress Evenings This Term 

Wednesday 15th February Year 8 Progress Evening 
Wednesday 8th March  Year 9 Progress and Options Evening 

Letters giving more details will be sent out nearer the time. 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 

  
Mr A Griffin 
Principal 
 


